Introduction
Invertebrates comprise a large proportion of biodiversity but are very rarely considered in reserve selection and other conservation initiatives in Australia (e.g., Yen and Butcher, 1992; Ponder, 1992a; New, 1995 ('hot-spots') should have a high priority for conservation once identified. Such areas are easily missed in a strictly habitat-based approach to conservation.
Non-marine molluscs are one of the best known groups of non-marine invertebrates (see Smith, 1992 , for a reasonably up to date listing of named taxa). Non-marine molluscs, as a group, comprise the largest number of recorded extinctions in the last 300 years [284, listed by IUCN (Groombridge, 1 Solem, 1991; Stanisic, 1994) . In all, nearly half (48%) of the land molluscs of eastern Australia are unnamed (Stanisic, 1994 Total 182 290 (294) 87 (95) 106 (133) 258 (262) 98 (121) 86 (141) 901 (1020) [90] [196] [36]
[94]
[221]
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[121] [818] Diplomatinidae (14 species-group taxa) and Apart from one record of an ancylid (Ponder, 1981a) , there is a remarkable hydrobiid fauna (Ponder, 1982) (Ponder, 1981b (Ponder et al.. 1993: 603), this area having been cleared for agriculture.
Drawdown from extraction of artesian water since the turn of the century has resulted in the extinction of many of the artesian (mound) springs associated with the Great Artesian Basin (Habermehl, 1982; Ponder, 1986) . Given that the considerable endemic aquatic invertebrate faunas associated with these springs (Ponder, 1986) were not recorded until the 1980s, there have probably also been extinctions of significant undocumented faunas.
Near extinctions of viviparids have been reported in the Murray River, with the only surviving population of one species living in a few irrigation pipelines (Sheldon and Walker, 1993a,b (Colman and Burch, 1977 Forty-five introduced taxa (Smith, 1992) make up 5. 1 % of the Australian mainland fauna.
There are 13 families of terrestrial molluscs and one freshwater family introduced to Australia, the majority of these taxa being found in rural and urban areas, mainly in the southern, southeastern and south-western coastal areas and Tasmania (Smith, 1981 (Smith, , 1992 Kershaw, 1991) .
Some helicids (see Smith and Kershaw, 1981; Baker, 1989) and limacid slugs (see Altena and Smith, 1975) (Webb and Tracey, 1981) (Colman and Burch, 1977; Stanisic, 1994) . Although generally a lower diversity than those further north (Stanisic, 1994) . These contain a rich molluscan fauna (Solem, 1991; Solem and McKenzie, 1991) (Stanisic, 1 994) and in north Western Australia (Solem, 1981a (Solem, ,b, 1984a (Solem, , 1985 (Solem, , 1988 (Solem, , 1991 (Solem, 1981a (Solem, ,b, 1984a (Solem, , 1985 (Solem, , 1988 (Solem, , 1991 , Flinders Ranges (Solem, 1992a,b) , and the gorges of the Red Centre (Solem, 1993) , and even the coastal areas along the Great Australian Bight have a few endemic species (Solem, I992a, b) . In an important review of arid zone refugia (Morton et al., 1995) Lake Sorell, Lake Crescent and Great Lake are older and contain a few endemics (Fulton, 1983 
